CHEMISTRY   IN   AMERICA
claim to originality in the treatment of the subject. From the results of his own laboratory and from his much reading, he gathered all the known facts and laws of the science and moulded them in a form which he deemed most convenient for instruction.
His special field was the diffusion of science, and his special gifts and acquirements made him one of the most popular scientific lecturers in the country. Without being profound or original, he selected from the great storehouse of knowledge, all familiar to him, so judicially, and threw such an enchantment round his theme that all felt a kindling of enthusiasm as they listened. They drank in the doctrines of latent heat and chemical equivalents, saw through all the forms and laws of crystallization, and plainly read in minerals and fossils and rocks of the fields the geological eras which stretched back into the immeasurable past where no human eye ever saw.
The utility of science in its broadest sense was always uppermost in his mind. In his several books and papers, he aims at the accomplishments of usefulness.
"When the Chemical Society of Philadelphia ceased to exist, there was an interim in which no gatherings of chemists were held. But, in 1811, many, feeling the need of the influence of a society devoted to their special science, organized the Columbian Chemical Society of Philadelphia. The title page and a number of pages from the first volume of proceedings are herewith submitted: